PART vii:  1777-8
Animated Nature; and said, 'Here's our friend! The poor
Doctor would have been happy to hear of this.'
In our way, Johnson strongly expressed his love of driving
fast in a post-chaise. If (said he,) I had no duties, and no
reference to futurity, I would spend my life in driving briskly
in a post-chaise with a pretty woman; but she should be one
who could understand me, and would add something to the
conversation.'
Dr Johnson told us at tea, that when some of Dr Dodd's
pious friends were trying to console him by saying that he
was going to leave {a wretched world,' he had honesty enough
not to join in the cant: - 'No, no, (said he,) it has been a
very agreeable world to me.' Johnson added, CI respect Dodd
for thus speaking the truth; for, to be sure, he had for several
years enjoyed a life of great voluptuousness.'
He told us, that Dodd's city friends stood by him so, that a
thousand pounds were ready to be given to the gaoler, if he
would let him escape. He added, that he knew a friend of
Dodd's, who walked about Newgate for some time on the
evening before the day of his execution, with five hundred
pounds in his pocket, ready to be paid to any of the turnkeys
who could get him out: but it was too late; for he was
watched with much circumspection. He said, Dodd's friends
had an image of him made of wax, which was to have been
left in his place; and he believed it was carried into the
prison.
Johnson disapproved of Dr Dodd's leaving the world per-
suaded that The Convict's Address to his Unhappy Brethren
was of his own writing. 'But, Sir, (said I,) you contributed to
the deception; for when Mr Seward expressed a doubt to
you that it was not Dodd's own, because it had a great deal
more force of mind in it than any thing known to be his,
you answered, - "Why should you think so? Depend upon it,
Sir, when a man knows he is to be hanged in a fortnight, it
concentrates his mind wonderfully.'" JOHNSON. 'Sir, as
Dodd got it from me to pass as his own, while that could do
him any good, there was an implied promise that I should
not own it To own it, therefore, would have been telling a
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